[Involving the pharmacist in the management and care of diabetics].
Diabetes mellitus is an endemic disease in all countries of the world, with the type 2 form reaching epidemic proportions. In addition to treatment by the physician, it necessitates a considerable effort in terms of providing victims with training, care and information. Within this concept, pharmaceutical care by the pharmacist in the area of prevention must be regarded as multifaceted. In this connection his activities must be strictly differentiated from those of the physician. With regard to the qualifications needed, the pharmacist must supplement the knowledge gained during his studies by intensive courses in the field of diabetology. These are organized by the regional Chamber of Pharmacists and the regional offices of the German Diabetes Association (DDG). Thanks to the fact that he is readily accessible and well qualified, the pharmacist can thus make a major contribution to the individual management of the diabetic.